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10th  Annual Winter Fest is here. 
 

Here it is...our 10th Annual Winterfest!!!  
Who would of thought we'd make it to this 

anniversary when we started this thing back 
in 2000?  We never imagined that this event 

would become our signature event or that 

we'd even still be around as a organization.  
It truly is a credit to the dedication of so 

many people who volunteer long hours to 
ensure our success.   

 

Each year we sell tickets in advance for an 
item that will be drawn at our Winterfest.  

This year we are doing a $500.00 Cabela’s 
Gift Certificate.  The tickets are available 

now for $5.00 each.  The majority of the 
tickets are sold in advance to offset the 

costs of having such a large event.  

However, if there are any tickets left, we will 
be selling them at the Winterfest.   

 
In this newsletter you will find information 

on events happening all weekend long and 

contact information if you'd like to help out. 
We have added a few more things for kids 

to do this year including a magic show by 
Andrew Martin - from ABC's Wife Swap.  

We'll also have the Toledo Mudhens mascots 
Muddy & Mudonna coming out to take 

pictures with the kids.     

 
Our Winterfest has a little something for 

everyone.  Please help us make this special 
anniversary a huge success! Tell your 

friends, tell your family, tell your co-

workers...just tell everyone please!  We 
hope to see you there!!  

 
 

 

 

Friday, February 12th  

 
4:00 p.m. – Doors Open 
4:00 p.m. ï 11:00 p.m. ï Concessions 
4:00 p.m. ï midnight – Raffles & 50/50 
5:00 p.m. ï midnight – Gambling 
5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. – Steak Dinner (Cook 
your own steak, baked potato, salad, and roll.)  $ 
12.00 
5:00 pmï8:00 pm ï Live Bluegrass music 
9:00 p.m. ï midnight – Live music featuring 
"Double-Shot" 
 

Saturday, February 13th  

 
8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. Snowball Tournament. 
8:00 a.m. ï 11:00 p.m. – Concessions 
8:00 p.m. ï Midnight – Raffles & 50/50 
Noon ï 12:45 p.m. – Magician- Andrew Martin 
(from ABC's Wife Swap). 
1:00 -3:00 pm - Toledo Mudhens Mascot 
"Muddy & Mudonna". 
1:00 - 4:00 pm - Clown, face painting, games, 
& other kid activities (library community rm) 
12:00 pm ï 8:00 pm – TV’s Karaoke & DJ 
3:30 p.m ï 11:00 p.m. – Texas Hold’em 
Tournament 
4:00 ï Midnight - Gambling 
5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. – Spaghetti Dinner 
(donation) 
9:00 p.m. ï Midnight – Live Music featuring 

"The Lazy River Band" 
 

Sunday, February 14th  

 
8:00 a.m. ï ? – Snowball Tournament 
8:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. – Concessions & Raffles 
8:00 a.m. ï Noon – All-you-can-eat breakfast 
(St. Joseph Hall) $6.00 
1:30 ï 3:30 p.m. – Euchre Tournament  
Noon ï 5:00 p.m. – TV’s Karaoke & DJ 
? time – Raffles will be drawn immediately 
following the final softball game and trophy 
presentation. 

*times & events are subject to change 



 

Committeeôs: 
 

The following is a list of committee’s we’ve 
set up to help with the planning of this huge 

event.  If you’d like to volunteer or 
contribute in some way to one of our many 

activities, please contact the person in 

charge of that committee, or you can 
contact our office. 

 

Concession Stand/Dinners: 
 

This stand always requires a small army of 
people to keep up with everyone’s appetite.  

We can use some help in the kitchen, as 
well as help with the dinners.  Typically, we 

try to keep our volunteers rotating shifts 

every 2-3 hours.  We’ll be serving a wide 
variety of food (i.e. hot sandwiches, 

homemade soups, snacks, hot coffee and 
cappuccino).  The concession stand is open 

Friday from 4:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m., 
Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m., and 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. until the completion of 

the Softball Tournament.  Our staffing needs 
are As always, this stand always requires a 

small heaviest during our dinners on Friday 
and Saturday night.  If you would like to 

help out between 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

please let us know.  If you like to do 
dishes…I think we have a great spot for 

you!!! If you are unable to donate your time 
please consider donating a dessert for the 

steak dinner on Friday night or for the 

spaghetti dinner on Saturday night.  
Contact:   

Harold Russeau 734-777-2510 
 

 
 

 

Beer Stand: 
 
Once again this year, our beer stand will 
feature a wide variety of drinks.  Besides the 

usual keg beer and canned beer, we’ll also 

have mixed drinks and Jell-o shots available.  
Due to insurance regulations, no one under 

21 will be allowed in the beer tent after 9:00 

p.m. without a parent.  If you’re interested 

in helping us out, contact:   
Tommy Manwaring 734-625-5545 

 
 

Gambling: 
 
Once again our gambling stand will feature 

the following activities…black jack, seven-
card poker, the dice game and the big 

wheel.  If you know how to deal, we could 
use your help! Our gambling area is open 

Friday from 5:00 p.m. – Midnight, and 
Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to Midnight.  We 

are also adding something new this year.  

On Sunday, we will be having a euchre 
tournament from 1:30 - 3:30 - If you would 

like to help out in any way, please contact:   
Brian Trombley 734-368-8884 

 

Kids Activities: 
 
We have quite a lineup of activities for 

children on Saturday.  At 12:00 - 12:45 we 
will have a magic show featuring Andrew 

Martin.  From 1:00 - 3:00 the Mudhens 

mascot "Muddy & Mudonna" will be taking 
pictures with the kids.  And from 1:00 - 4:00 

we will have arts & crafts, face painting, 
clowns and much more. All events will take 

place in the Library Community Room from 

Noon – 4:00 on Saturday.  There will also be 
light snacks.  If you would like to donate 

some time (or some items for arts and 
crafts) please let us know.  If interested 

please contact: 
Kari Goins 734-777-5471 

 

 

 
 



 

Texas Holdôem Tournament: 
 
Our Texas Hold’em tournament is back for 
the fourth year (being held Saturday at 

3:30).  With limited seats available, you are 
highly encouraged to call and reserve your 

spot. You may also register on our website 

www.thanksinc.com - The cost is $40.00 
and includes your first $1,000.00 in chips, 

sandwiches and pop.  (Other items are 
available for a nominal fee or donation.)  

90% of entry fee will be distributed among 
the top 10 players.  We are looking for 

players and volunteers to staff this event.  

Contact our office: 
 Office 734-269-6071 

 
 

 
 
 

Softball Tournament: 
 
The success of this entire event depends 
greatly on the success of the softball 

tournament.  For the fourth year in a row 
we have filled the tournament up in no time 

at all!  We still have teams calling trying to 
get in! Thank you SO much for all your 

support! 

 
As always we can use some help with this 

event.  We are in need of individuals who 
have good softball knowledge, love standing 

in the cold and can assist us with umpiring.  

You don’t have to be a licensed umpire to 
help.  Most of the teams who participate, 

have been great and we all have a blast 
watching these people play in some 

horrendous weather conditions.  If anyone is 

interested in helping out, we'd love to have 
you!  Contact:   

Tim Russeau 859-621-5040 

 

 

 
 

 
Set Up/Tear Down: 

 
Although the majority of the set up is 

already done prior to the week of the event, 
we still could use some help getting those 

last minute things ready to go.  Thursday 
and Friday are very hectic.  We could use 

help running errands, making signs, and 

anything else that seems to catch us off 
guard.  As always, tear down on Monday is 

especially difficult.  With a good size crew 
however, we can usually get everything tore 

down in a day. If you can help, contact our 

office, or call:   
Brian Trombley 734-368-8884 

 

 
 
 

Love Music? 
 

Come spend the evening listening and 

dancing to some great music this year.  We 
are always blessed to have great bands and 

this year is no different.  Things kick off on 

Friday at 5:00 with great local bluegrass 
music.  What a great way to start a 

weekend...steak dinner and bluegrass 
music!!  Following the bluegrass, be 

prepared for a great show from "Double-

Shot".  On Saturday and Sunday during the 
day you can enjoy some great music from 

TV'S Karaoke & DJ. On Saturday night - get 
ready to dance all night with the "Lazy River 

Band".  Come out and support these great 
groups! 



Dedication: 
 

It is with a heavy heart that we write 
this edition of the newsletter.  We are 
extremely saddened by the sudden and 
unexpected passing of two of our 
members, Chad Stoner and Mary-Alice 
Hatfield.   
 
Chad Stoner 10/10/73 - 12/27/09 

If there ever was someone who lived life 
to the fullest, it was Chad.  He truly was 
someone who traveled the world.  Chad 
was a very active member of this 
organization, especially in the early 
years when we were just starting out.  
He was always at meetings and was 
always willing to lend a hand at our 
work parties.  Chad moved to California 
a few years ago where he was the 
Senior Principal Scientist at Pfizer 
Pharmaceutical in LaJolla, California.  
Despite being so far away, Chad 
continued to support us at every 
opportunity.  We  often receive 
"employee grant matching" checks from 
Pfizer because of his generosity.  His 
motto of "Work Hard - Play Harder" isn't 
something he just said...he lived it.  
We'll miss his sense of humor and his 
friendship. He was truly a one-of-a-kind 
and a class act.  He will be missed by us 
all.  We pray his family finds strength 
through their faith, their friends and 
their family through this difficult time. 
 
Mary-Alice Hatfield 1/3/50 - 1/5/10 

We were so blessed when Mary-Alice 
and her husband Hoy returned to 
Michigan after spending twenty-plus 
years in Arizona.  They both became 
very active members of the organization 
soon after they moved back.  There 
wasn't a meeting or a event we 
sponsored that she didn't attend.  She 
was also active in church choir and 
recently performed in their Christmas 
concert...she was so proud...and we 
were proud of her.  Mary-Alice 
continued to stay busy despite being in 

poor health. You would never know she 
was in poor health with all the things 
she did.  She never complained and was 
always worried about everyone else 
around her.  We'll miss her laughter and 
all her hugs.  Our thoughts and prayers 
are with her husband Hoy in this difficult 
time.   
 
The dedication and selfless service that 
Chad and Mary-Alice made, helped to 
make this organization what it is today.  
T.H.A.N.K.S. is extremely fortunate and 
grateful to them for their generosity.  
They will both be extremely missed by 
us all. 
 

I'm Free  

Don't grieve for me now, for now I'm 

free.  

I'm following the  path  God laid for me.  

I took God's hand when I heard the call;  

I turned my back  and left it all.  

I could not stay another day  

To laugh, to love, to work or play.  

Tasks left undone must stay that way,  

I found that place at the close of the day.  

If my parting has left a void,  

Then fill it with remembered joy.  

A friendship shared, a lau gh, a kiss. 

Ah, yes, these things, I too, will miss.  

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.  

My life's been full, I savored much,  

Good friends, good times, a loved one's 

touch.  

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief;  

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.  

Lift up your heart and share with me  - 
God wanted me now, God set me free.  

 



T.H.A.N.K.S. Inc. to help the  
Parker Family 

 
We recently selected Joseph Parker Jr. as 

our 2010 sponsor child.  At 6 months of age, 
Joseph Jr. was diagnosed with Sandhoff 

Disease (a severe form of Tay-Sachs). 
Sandhoff disease is a rare genetic disease 

resulting in the progressive deterioration of 
the central nervous system.  Most children 

diagnosed with this disease do not live past 

the age of 3-yrs old.  Shortly after we 
announced our decision to sponsor Joseph 

Jr. his family informed us of his passing. 
 

Joseph Jr. lost his battle with Sandhoff 

Disease on January 18, 2010 at 22 months 
of age. While we wish there was something 

we could do to ease the pain and sense of 
loss that has encompassed the family, our 

goal is to help the family in any way we can. 
Despite the loss of Joseph Jr. we have 

decided to keep him as our 2010 sponsor 

child and help the family get back on their 
feet, financially, from the debt that built up 

while caring for Joseph Jr. Please help us to 
help this very deserving family. 

 

 
 

Christmas in Ida Parade. 
 

Our float was AMAZING once again this 

year!  Our volunteers worked so hard to 
complete the float before the parade and we 

owe a huge thanks to Harold, Rob, Tyler, 
Tommy, Ed, Steve, Brian, Anna, Mike, Sue, 

Patti, Katie, Curtis, Christopher, John, Susie, 

Candy, Jon, Jeff and the many others who 
donated their time to make our float light up 

the night sky!   
 

In addition to the Ida parade, THANKS also 
participated in the Dundee and the Newport 

Christmas Parades.  We had a great time at 

all of the parades and we need to thank all 
the volunteers who braved the frigid 

temperatures to pass out candy and stuffed 

animals.  Special thanks to Ed Clock for 

allowing us to once again use his barn. 
 

 
 

 
Stuffed Animals: 

 
Please feel free to drop off donations of 

stuffed animals to us during the Winterfest.  
These are always such a huge success at 

our events that as long as we can get 
people to donate, we’re going to keep giving 

them out.  Thank you to everybody who has 

donated in the past.   
 

 
 
 

Make Everyday Count! 
Appreciate every moment and take from 

those moments everything that you possibly 

can for you may never be able to experience 
it again.  Talk to people that you have never 

talked to before, and actually listen.  Let 
yourself fall in love, break free, and set your 

sights high.  Hold your head up because you 

have every right to.  Tell yourself you are a 
great individual and believe in yourself, if 

you don’t believe in yourself, it will be hard 
for others to believe in you.  You can make 

of your life anything you wish. 
 

Create your own life and then go out and 

live it with absolutely no regrets.  Most 
importantly, if you love someone tell him or 

her, for you never know what tomorrow 
may have in store.  And learn a lesson in life 

each day you live. 

 
Today is the tomorrow you were worried 

about yesterday.  Was it worth it? 



 
Website Updates: 

 
Some much needed upgrades have been 

taking place on our website over the last 
month or so.  We've been getting a lot of 

hits on our site and we want to thank 
everyone who visits.  You can find updates 

on our sponsor children and we will be 
getting some updated pictures of them as 

well.  Among the biggest changes is the 

"donation" buttons.  You can now donate to 
T.H.A.N.K.S. online via PayPal or by clicking 

on the face book link.  We are getting 
pictures on the site and will add to this after 

each event.  Please be sure to visit the site 

and let us know what you think. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jamie Davis 
 

Thank you Jamie, for giving us the drive, 
courage, and dedication to help so many 

families and children.    You are never far 
from our thoughts.  We look at your picture 

at every event, and know that you’ve 

created something so large, so meaningful 
and so profound in our lives. You have 

made such a big difference in the lives of 
more people than you’ll ever know. From 

the volunteers who run this organization, to 

the families and children we’ve helped in the 
past, and will help in the future.  Thank you. 
 

 
How to contact us. 

There are several ways to contact us with 

any questions, comments, or concerns.  Our 
office phone number is 734-269-6071.  

Our E-mail address is 

thanks_incorp@hotmail.com.  Our web 
page address is www.thanksinc.com.  

Our mailing and shipping address is 1207 W. 
Albain, Monroe MI 48161.  Please feel free 

to contact us any time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

"This is the beginning of a new day. You 
have been given this day to use as you will. 
You can waste it or use it for good. What 
you do today is important because you are 
exchanging a day of your life for it. When 
tomorrow comes, this day will be gone 
forever; in its place is something that you 
have left behind...let it be something good."  
 

Author Unknown  
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